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This is a fantastic read for anyone in middle school or about to go into middle school. I'm an

elementary school teacher. I gave this book to one of my boy students who is in fifth grade and who

is a reluctant reader. I've never seen him so excited about a book. He couldn't put it down during

our reading periods. When he finished, he asked me for something else to read. The pictures are

hilarious and the main character has a great way of talking to kids an relating to them. I passed it to

another student and he loved it as well. Your kids will love it, too!

Rafe Khatchadorian barely survived the sixth grade, but with the help of his teacher, he was

accepted to Airbrook Arts Community School. Life is looking up, and Rafe anticipates expanding his

art talents. But then disaster strikes. Rafe's mom loses her job and is forced to move to the big city

and live with Grandma Dotty. It's not an ideal situation because Grandma Dotty's house is small and

crowded, forcing Rafe to sleep on the living room sofa. Rafe's mom searches for a new job, but she

isn't having any luck. Fortunately, Rafe is accepted to a different art school, where he meets Matty



the Freak, who becomes his first real live friend.Then comes Rafe's first art assignment critique,

where the students hang their artwork in front of the entire class for everyone's comments. It doesn't

go well, and Rafe gains a new enemy. But according to his teacher, art and life are very

interconnected, and Rafe decides that in order to improve his art, he needs to expand his

experiences. So he creates a brand new mission. Operation "Get A Life" challenges Rafe to

discover 195 new experiences in 195 days, the number of days he has until the big spring art show

at school. He has a lot of work ahead of him in order to accomplish his goal, and Matty the Freak is

there for him.Matty also proves to be a big help when Rafe decides to track down information on his

father, whom he hasn't seen since he was little. However, Grandma Dotty has some photos, and

Rafe utilizes his detective skills to crack the case. Of course, experiencing life isn't all about good

stuff. Unfortunately, the combination of Rafe's active imagination, his mission, and Matty the Freak

land him in trouble over and over again. Not only will Rafe's imagination have to work overtime in

order to accomplish his goal and track down his dad, it will need to come up with ways to endure the

many punishments he finds himself earning along the way. But Rafe is ready for the challenge.With

constant action and high energy, nonstop comedy, and zillions of funny drawings, this is a perfect

series for both reluctant and adamant readers. Authors James Patterson and Chris Tebbetts, along

with illustrator Laura Park, even add in a bit of mystery as Rafe tries to track down information on

his missing father. Kids will relate to and bond with Rafe, who is hilariously funny but has trouble

making friends and often gets into massive trouble thanks to his incredible imagination. Rafe has a

good heart, though, and he exposes it in his search to experience life to the fullest. Fans will be

thrilled to learn that a third Middle School adventure is in the works.Reviewed by Chris

Shanley-Dillman on June 1, 2012

This is book #2 in the middle school series . Arrived in perfect condition well made my son has

already read this book and you can see it looks brand new . It's been stuffed in a locker , back pack

. You get the idea . I highly recommend this book for all middle school age children the main focus

in the book is on a boy but I have read throw them all myself and a girl would enjoy it as well . There

are 7 books in the whole series

Gave this book to my dyslexic god-son, he loves it! He has problems creating mental pictures from

written words and this has helped him tremendously. The best part is that he was so excited about

reading that he blasted through a quarter of the book the same day I gave it to him, a huge feat for

him. Hopefully this will help my godson to improve his reading capabilities.



Really funny. Comics are throughout the book depicting scenes from the story. No bad language.

Although the story is a little sad it's a great book for both boys and girls. A/R book. Good for kids 8

and over.

I bought 40 books to complete my collection by S. Cannell, M. Connelly, J. Patterson, & J.

Wambaugh. I haven't read all of them yet, but these guys have never disappointed, and I don't think

that they ever will.That's why I read them.

good clean story for kids of middle school age, funny and witty, no parental concern or censorship

needed for the kids of that age to read, beyond that age, questionable the appropriateness of the

story for the child

Fun, realistic, totally honest book about the ups and downs (mostly downs) of being a middle

schooler. Anybody who has a middle-schooler, or who has ever been one, will surely relate. Rafe

Khatchadorian is the perfect Everyman (Everykid?) -- a typical pre-teen who's just trying to find his

footing in a tricky world. It's filled with issues and ideas to talk about, as a family...as well as

charming illustrations that make the book even more fun.
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